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“…the Dayspring from on high has come to give light to those that sit in darkness…” --Luke 1:78-79
 Newsletter


When we were young and pure 
Dearhearts,


Following last month’s Dearhearts, a dear friend asked what I had against Dave Ramsey.  “Nothing,” I said.  “I think what he does is important.”  Her question arose because I had included him in a potpourri of cultural ingredients that can create an American cultural slant to faith that may not easily translate Christ into the needs and experience of the rest of the world.  My cautionary note about our Americanized Christianity was the danger of becoming lazy and comfortable due to our wealth, and harsh or judgmental because of our focus.  Our need is to speak Christ to the world in a universal language and to live Christ out in our culture in ways that will draw people to Him. 
The story of God among us is, always, to call us back to whom we were born (again) to be.  When a body of believers in any age experiences a personality change we need to ask why and what is Christ saying to us?  Such changes are cyclical throughout Christian history.  The stylus of the Epistle scribes pled to the first century church for a preservation of its original spirit.  The summons of the Revelation Christ was for the church to return to its first love.  By the end of the first century the personality of the church had broken up into various effects from blameless to nauseating.  So what is this spirit we are called to have?  How did it look when we were young and pure? 


An early letter, written anonymously around the 2nd century to someone named Diognetus described the spirit of the Christian community then.  “They live in both Greek and foreign cities…They follow local customs in clothing, food and the other aspects of life.  But at the same time, they demonstrate to us the wonderful and certainly unusual form of their own citizenship.  They live in their own native lands, but as aliens; as citizens, they share all things with others; but like aliens, suffer all things.  Every foreign country is to them as their native country, and every native land as a foreign country.  They marry and have children just like everyone else; but they do not kill unwanted babies.  They offer a shared table, but not a shared bed…They are passing their days on earth, but are citizens of heaven.  They obey the appointed laws, and go beyond the laws in their own lives.  They love everyone, but are persecuted by all.  They are unknown and condemned; they are put to death and gain life.  They are poor and yet make many rich.  They are short of everything and yet have plenty of all things…Their names are blackened and yet they are cleared.  They are mocked and bless in return.  They are treated outrageously and behave respectfully to others…”

This is the “personality” of the second birth manifested in the body of believers. 

A century later when Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire a disturbance broke out in the streets of Rome between Greeks and Christians and for the first time, it was Greeks who were killed by Christians.  Political power precipitated a change in the personality of the church that soon led to the church persecuting itself.  Fourteen hundred years later John Wesley described the English church, “Ungodliness is our universal, our constant, our peculiar character!”  And American pastors were equally distressed.  “We are fallen into as deep a sleep as ever… insensible to the things of religion.”
But in eastern Germany there was a group of 300 people who were choosing to be different.  When John Wesley visited that body of believers known as the Moravians, his description was of a dramatically different people:  “…they are all partakers of one Spirit, the spirit of meekness and love which uniformly and continually animates all their conversation…Oh when shall THIS Christianity cover the earth?”


You and I cannot change the overall tenor of the larger community, but we can be mindful of the spirit that stirs within us, and what we fasten our gaze on.  We do choose whom we love.  We choose which Christianity we want to cover the earth, and we can choose to return to our first love and look like we did once upon a time when we were young and pure.

 

I love you,

©2015 Dayspring Discipleship Institute


Dayspring Movie Night
 Frozen

  Saturday April 11

  7:00 p.m.

         Though an animated movie that 

children love, many layers of meaning and life application lie tucked away in the songs and events of this Disney adaptation of Hans Christian Anderson’s work.  Please join us for an evening of light finger food and fellowship, popcorn and discussion of what this movie has to say about us and the decisions we make and the effect those decisions have on our world.

With limited seating, reserve your place by contacting the Dayspring office at 469-338-5191.

Koinonia Fellowship  

“Pressed down, flowing over”

Sunday Evenings

5:00 Light Meal/Fellowship

5:30 – First Century Church Study
Our move to Sunday evenings has resulted in a growth in numbers and a deepening of fellowship as several arrive early for a light meal.  

With the Revelation study completed, we are now looking at the First Century Church and the empower- ment of the Holy Spirit that came to a broken and devastated people that thrust them out into a violent world with boldness and love.  It was a power that in 3 short centuries conquered through truth and love the very empire that sought to destroy it.  

Ours is a call to be a first century church.  To carry a torch of love in the hand of faith that overcomes the harsh, judgmental tones the world speaks in today.  It is the Spirit’s sacred summons that calls, still, His followers to be light in the darkness.

Please join us as we seek to return to our roots in love and fellowship and in life.
_________________________
Listen to the Full Revelation Study

And current study on the First Century Church On Line or Download from www.dayspringdiscipleship.org


Scheduling Change
For “The Pine Ridge Experience”

End of school year scheduling conflicts for Lakota educator Lynette Cuny have necessitated changes in plans and scheduling for our symposium style event on Pine Ridge.  We are currently looking at late May or early June as the most likely time frame. 

The “Pine Ridge Experience” will offer historical as well as current perspectives of the Lakota Sioux and of the Christian influence on the reservation.  It will also provide updates on our Project Hope outreach and recognize those who have been instrumental in supporting our work there.
Home Studies

Our home book and Bible studies continue to be instruments of growth spiritually and personally as we are seeking the most effective ways to impact those in our community with the realities of Christ in their lives.

Tuesday Morning Book Club

Our goal, says Patti Stefani, is to “use the books as a tool to draw closer to God and each other… As our relationships grow stronger in Jesus Christ, we are able to laugh and encourage each other in our daily walk with God.”  Meeting every Tuesday morning at Patty’s home, they are finishing Anne Graham Lotz’ book, The Vision of His Glory.  Long time participant, Bobbie Gillette, sums it up:  “The book club is open to anyone who would enjoy gathering together discussing books that stretch our souls and call us to a close relationship with Jesus.  It continues to be a blessing to all.  Join us won’t you?”

“Travel Guide” Bible Study

Christy Jones has been excited to see “light bulbs turn on” as she leads ladies in her neighborhood in this study of the Essential Principles from the Emmaus Bible study.  We are grateful for Christy’s leadership and outreach into her neighborhood.   

Fall Home Studies to Focus on Three Books

Our community outreach through home studies will focus this fall and thereafter on three powerful books, Experiencing the Depths of Jesus Christ by Jeanne Guyon, Quiet Talks on Prayer and Relax and Let God, by James Duncan.  Our Bible studies will focus on simplified, streamlined portions of the Road to Emmaus Study. 
The Mighty Work of Prayer

The Urgency of Prayer

“I have never heard God’s voice before,” the 77 year old grandfather told his daughter, ‘but I heard His voice tonight.”
Sitting in his recliner that night reading Field and Stream magazine, he heard a voice telling him to get up and pray for his 15 year old grandson.  “Let me finish this paragraph,” he mentally responded.  “Get up now and pray,” came the terse response.  He shot up out of the chair, startling his wife who sat across the room.  “Mae, we have to pray for Ty!” 
After they prayed he called his daughter in Garland.  “What’s wrong with Ty?” he asked immediately upon her answer.  It was then that she told her dad of the struggles her son was experiencing and that he had been gone for 3 days with no word on his whereabouts.  As they talked, a call clicked in on her line.  It was Ty, calling from a young woman’s home in Beaumont who had offered her living room for sleep only if he called home.  His friend who had driven  them there had been arrested for outstanding tickets.  With no money, Ty had walked the streets by day and sat in Burger King by night until this good Samaritan, in the precise timing of their prayers, intervened.  

Though no one will ever know what was coming down the pipe, the timing of Ty’s call in the very midst of the conversation between his mother and grandfather was no coincidence.  It was the out-working of the hidden work of prayer.  Something was looming and timing was everything.  Prayer was the tool God required for His purposes to be accomplished for a lost teen so many years ago.

This story speaks to the urgency of prayer, the necessity of prayer and the partnership required between God and his humans for His ends here on earth to be accomplished. 

Perhaps more than any other Christian writer, S. D. Gordon articulates this understanding of Prayer and it is his book Quiet Talks on Prayer that remains our Dinner Book Club selection.  His thoughts challenge our thinking and cause us to consider what we believe about his perspective:  do we agree or disagree…and why?  We invite you to join the discussion this month 

Dinner Book Club

7:00 p.m. Friday April 24

Dayspring House on Fannin Street

“The earth was the Lords…His by creation and sovereign rule.  The Lord sat as king.

God gave the dominion of earth to man, the control…

Man who held the dominion of earth in trust from God transferred his dominion to somebody else…by an act of disobedience and of obedience.  Disobedience to God and obedience to another one; a prince who was seeking to get dominion of earth into his own hands.  That act of the first man did this.  The disobedience broke with God, and transferred the allegiance from God.  The obedience to the other one transferred allegiance, and through that, the dominion to another one…The dominion or kingship of this earth so far as given to man, is now not God’s, for He gave it to man.  And it is not man’s, for he has transferred it to another.  It is in control of that…prince…Satan…[He] is supported in his ambitions by man.  He has man’s consent to his control.  The majority of men on the earth today, and in every day, have assented to his control.  He has control only through man’s consent.  Satan cannot get into a man’s heart without his consent, and God will not. 

 …Man’s willingness is God’s channel to the earth…

Prayer is man giving God a footing on the contested territory of earth…

[God] does nothing without our consent… He has been hindered in His purposes by our lack of willingness…

  When we learn His purposes and make them our prayers we are giving Him the opportunity to act.

…Our willingness checkmates Satan’s opposition.  It opens the path to God and rids it of its obstacles…

Prayer is striking the winning blow at the concealed enemy.”    From Quiet Talks on Prayer  

____________________________

“Keep Praying”

Following Up on the Middle East

Peggy Ruff who wrote the article last month on Christ in the House of Islam recently received this communication from a close contact in the area:
“The stories of how God is moving and saving individuals and whole communities are so encouraging.  …My good friend working in the Middle East… had a man come to him 3 weeks ago asking if he could be saved.  Jesus had appeared to this man in a dream and he was concerned because ‘he had killed so many people and didn’t know if he could be forgiven.’ …an ISIS fighter coming to Christ.  There are 3 other reports of recent conversions of ISIS fighters accepting Christ.  Keep praying!”

The Faith of Our Fathers

We live in the legacy of our forefathers who handed to us a freedom of religion and an intensity of faith that came from calloused hands and weary feet.  That came from hearts bending into the winds of life and emerging at times triumphant, often weary…ever enduring.  Their’s is a legacy we do well to remember; their journeys…to honor.  Honor them not just in the remembering, but in what we pass on to our children and grandchildren.


Brush Arbor Revivals

They rode in on horseback and families came in horse drawn wagons.  Others walked, making their way home afterwards for 2 or 3 miles down dusty, moonlit roads from the revival in the woods.

My parents spoke of these events where a circuit preacher or other locally favored pastor held a week of “revival” meetings.  It was here that people in the back country got “saved” and were baptized in the Cossitot or Rolling Fork rivers and countless others rededicated themselves to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

These were big events in the lives of those backwoods people who often had homesteaded in the mountains and forests and of others in scattered country hamlets.  They were events of community and events of faith that laid down markers in the soul of renewal and commitment born again.

They understood, perhaps in ways we do not, the need for revival…for halting the inevitable “drift” that comes to the human soul after the glow of conversion fades.  Left untended, the flame of salvation or commitment will reduce to a bed of coals in danger of being hidden in the ashes of the grind of life.  Left un-fanned by revival, a community of sacrificial commitment drifts downstream into a community of the comfortable.

There is a need for revival.  In every generation.  In every church.  In every heart.  We don’t do revivals any more.  But, then, maybe our revivals are conferences now… Promise Keepers and Women of Faith.  Whatever it is, we need something that will rekindle the flame…that will give us something vibrant to pass on to our children as torch.
Potluck Dinner on the Grounds

Church was not just a community, it was family in the 50’s and before.  Dinner on the grounds after church as I grew up in Wickes, Arkansas, was always special.  It was never something we “had” to do…it was something we loved.  Never something we had to make our appearance for and then rush off to something else.  Kids played, adults visited and told stories and passed on the manuscript of their lives in oral tales, the traditions of spiritual community and the message that we all belong to each other. The message that we have nothing more important to do on the Sabbath than focus on things of faith and family.  We learned the story of the hills…the families who had settled there, the events that had molded them through laughter and through tears.  We were known then and the least of us could become a part of the folklore.  We found our own voice there…our own legacy to be carried.  We found roots from misty ages past that anchored and sustained us…that gave us song and story.

If You Have Stories or Memories You Would Like to Share in Our “Faith of our Fathers” page please email them or bring to our office and they will be included in future “Journey” editions.

brendagcox@sbcglobal.net
Hymn Sing and Potluck Dinner 

on the Grounds (with homemade ice cream)

It seems somehow fitting that in an historical home  dating back to just after the Civil War, we offer occasional “legacy gatherings” that reflect something of our heritage.  We invite you to join our Koinonia Fellowship for a potluck dinner on the grounds of the Dayspring house at 302 S. Fannin.

4:00 Sunday Afternoon, April 26












“ …the ministry of the Word ” – Acts 6:4

















